mission-oriented research, for example, are interested mainly in specific projects whose quality is ensured by peer review.  In this light, institutional support tends to attract relatively little interest, especially when the agencies' funds are limited. Furthermore, disposition of institutional funds is controlled largely by the university that receives them. This loss of the control that agencies enjoy with project grants may raise federal concerns about quality assurance and accountability.
The shift of control from national, peer-review mechanisms to local administrators also concerns individual investigators. Questionable local decisions, for example, could stress relations between university administrators and investigators whose project grants generate institutional funds and those whose grants do not.  Individual investigators also are wary of reductions in project support in favor of general support.
EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES
Deterioration and obsolescence of research equipment and facilities in our universities threaten the quality and productivity of U.S. research and education. Growing deficiencies in these major elements of research capacity were pointed out in 1971 in a study by the National Academy of Sciences of 10 scientific and engineering disciplines.10 Subsequent studies have provided confirmation."'11"13 The deficiencies in equipment and facilities* vary in degree from field to field and from university to university, and the data are insufficient to establish the overall magnitude of the problem. Nevertheless, that there exists a steadily growing problem is widely recognized both inside and outside academe.1*'6'11"17 Alleviating it will require the dedicated efforts of government, industry, and university administrators and scientists, and in today's economic climate each will face difficult choices.
*Equipment is defined as instruments and other hardware used to conduct research. Facilities include fixed equipment, such as reactors and radiotelescopes, as well as laboratories and other structures.' 7 Federal agencies responsible for: recent years. When combined with the need to maintain both plant and personnel built up over the period of extensive federal funding of research at academic institutions, these factors are creating considerable difficulty for many of the nation's major universities.
